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Since we opened our doors this past June, we have received a multitude 
of support from the community and our new families who have enrolled 
at UMA.  We opened with only two students in our Summer Program and 
have already grown to fifteen!  This was more than we ever expected 
starting out, and are very appreciative to everyone who has supported 
and believed in us.  As we continue to grow, please know that we 
welcome the partnerships that we have already formed with our families, 
and look forward to new ones.  Mrs. Milligan and Mrs. Kelly have 
throughly enjoyed working with your child/children thus far, and cannot 
wait to see what the rest of the school year has in store for all of us! 
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Line Time Study

During the month of September 
students will focus on learning 
more about themselves and their 
peers.  Students will be taught 
how to respect and appreciate 
our friends, how to talk through 
our problems, and how to 
collaboratively work together to 
establish a successful classroom 
community.  Parents, be on the 
lookout for our first home 
project that will be sent home 
on Thursday, September 8th.  
It will go along with this 
month’s study.

UMA Parent Library

We have an array of Montessori 
books by Maria Montessori and 
other well known authors that 
are available for parents to 
check out.  This is a great way 
to learn more about the 
Montessori philosophy, 
especially if you love reading.  
Just ask Mrs. Kelly if you are 
interested in viewing our 
selection. 

MONTHLY NEWS 
A school to home educational piece for UMA parents

Thank you to our Parents
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Maria Montessori: A Little History
An abbreviated article by Jane M. Jacobs, M.A., Montessori Educational Consultant at Montessori Services. 

Light years ahead of her time, Maria Montessori developed a theory of 
education that continues to thrive more than a century after she opened 
her first school.  Noticing how children were challenged by the 
expectation to behave as adults in a world created for grown-ups, this 
amazing woman is responsible for, among other things, the 
revolutionary introduction of child-size furniture.

•Maria Montessori was born in Chiaravalle, Italy in 1870. Encouraged by 
her mother to continue with her education, she became the first woman 
to receive a medical degree from the University of Rome in 1896.

•She began developing her teaching methods when she worked as a 
pediatrician in a psychiatric hospital for "deficient" children. With 
inspiration from the research of Seguin, Itard, and Froebel, she began 
creating educational equipment for children who were considered 
unteachable. The results were unbelievable!

•Dr. Montessori used the term "scientific pedagogy" to explain her 
continued study, research, and observations of young children. She 
designed lessons and equipment to help children develop their muscles, 
care for the environment (Practical Life), and educate the senses 
(Sensorial Materials). She also created innovative materials for language, 
math, history, geography and science. These didactic materials remain 
relevant to this day, helping children learn skills from the simple to 
complicated, and from the concrete to abstract.

•Following her success with special-needs children, Dr. Montessori was 
asked to create a school for "normal" children. Casa dei Bambini 
(Children's House) opened in the poverty-stricken San Lorenzo district 
of Rome in 1907. As a result of her teachings, the children dramatically 
changed. They learned to take care of themselves as well as their school 
while being exposed to lessons and tools that taught them how to 
succeed in life.

•Dr. Montessori's careful observations also led her to develop theories 
on how children learn best. Her ground-breaking discoveries of a young 
child’s naturally absorbent mind and innate love of purposeful work and 
learning led her to give students freedom within a carefully prepared 
environment equipped with what they needed to grow and learn.  Most 
important was her belief in cultivating a respectful attitude toward the 
child.
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Practical Life: Why is 
this area in the 
classroom so 
important? 

Practical life is the heartbeat of a 
primary classroom and children 
should spend 30 to 40% of their 
time in this area because it builds a 
foundation for the other subjects in 
the room.  A main focus in practical 
life is to teach a child to gain and 
maintain control of his or her 
movement.  Each lesson prepares a 
child to become independent and 
acquire skills that will help him 
adapt in today’s society.  Repetition 
of practical life lessons help children 
work on precision and perfection 
while also establishing deep 
concentration which is beneficial 
when working in other areas of the 
Montessori classroom.  

There are five areas in 
Practical Life that children 
focus on: 
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