
Upstate Montessori Academy                                                                                                                               October 3, 2016

 

I am sure as a new Montessori parent you might have questions about what 
goes on in your child’s classroom each day.  I wanted to share a few main points 
with our parents about how a Montessori classroom is structured to help you 
better understand the method.  Montessori classrooms are staged with 
scientifically designed manipulatives, which allow children to move from 
concrete experiences to abstract concepts.  Each classroom is multi-age and 
consists of three age groupings, which provides children with the opportunity to 
learn from one another.  The primary Montessori classroom is divided into 
sections: practical life, sensorial, math, language, and cultural.  Montessori 
lessons are self-correcting and have a “control of error”.  In a Montessori 
classroom, the child is the teacher and is responsible for his own learning.  Each 
child works on individual lessons that are of interest to him and he moves at his 
own pace.  The teacher is there as a guide and observer to help each student 
navigate through the learning process.  When Maria Montessori developed her 
method she discovered that children felt rewarded by the accomplishment of a 
challenging lesson, therefore she did not believe in giving extrinsic rewards.  
Children in Montessori schools do not receive letter grades; teachers keep up 
with students’ progress through observations and check lists.  A successful 
Montessori classroom fosters independence and provides children with hands 
on experiences that eventually lead them to discover abstract methods on how 
to solve problems. 
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Line Time Study 
This month UMA students 
will begin their cultural study 
of the world.  We will focus on 
learning the continents, land/
water forms, and general 
information about maps.  Be 
sure to ask your child if he or 
she has learned any new songs 
that go along with our study.

UMA Parent 
Workshop
We will host our first parent 
workshop on Saturday, October 
15th from 10:30am-11:30am.  
This will be a great opportunity 
for all of our parents to meet 
while also having the 
opportunity to come into the 
classroom, learn more about the 
different curriculum areas, and 
work with the materials.  In 
order for this session to be as 
informative as possible, we ask 
that only parents attend.  We 
apologize for any inconvenience 
this may cause.  RSVP cards will 
be sent home on October 4th.

MONTHLY NEWS 
A school to home educational piece for UMA parents

What should I see in a MONTESSORI classroom? 
A NOTE FROM JENNIFER KELLY - UMA OWNER/DIRECTOR 
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The sensorial area in a 
Montessori classroom 
builds upon a child’s 
senses and expands his 
concentration by refining 

each of the five senses.  According to Dr. Montessori, a child’s 
experience with their senses begins at the time of birth when he 
examines his environment through sight, sound, taste, and touch.  
It is not until after the age of two that a child will begin to refine 
his senses.  This is why sensorial materials are presented to 
children in the primary Montessori programs.  These materials 
are graded, didactic, have a control of error, and facilitate the 
need for students to classify and organize.  Repetition with the 
sensorial materials brings about calmness and mental order within 
a child.  As the child grows and develops these skills lend itself to 
helping him establish intelligence and adapt in his environment.  
Sensorial lessons aid in the development of intelligence by 
refining the acuity of the senses, classifying impressions, and 
recognizing subtle details.  By refining each of the five senses a 
child’s field of perception is widened and new levels of 
abstraction are reached.  

The five areas in Sensorial are:

1. Visual - Children visually discriminate between sets of objects by their 
size, shape, and/or color.

2. Tactile - Children refine their sense of touch by comparing differences 
using touch boards, thermic bottles, fabric boxes, and mystery bags.
3. Auditory - Children detect different sounds and refine their sense of 
hearing through the use of sound cylinders, bells, and the silence game.
4. Olfactory - Smelling bottles are used to help children distinguish and 
compare/contrast the different types of smells and odors.

5. Gustatory - Tasting jars allow children explore the sense of taste.
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Did you know? 

Many famous people accredit 
their success to the ideals and 
fundamental approaches they 
learned in a Montessori 
classroom.  Below is a list of 
several well-known people 
who attended a Montessori 
school as a child: 

Larry Page & Sergey Brin 
Founders of Google.com 

Jimmy Wales 
Co-founder of Wikipedia 

Jeff Bezos 
Founder and CEO of Amazon.com 

 
David Blaine 

Illusionist and Magician 

Princes William & Harry 
English Royal Family 

Anne Frank 
Diarist from WWII 

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis 
Former First Lady (John F. Kennedy) 

Julia Child 
American Chef 

Will Wright 
Video game pioneer who created 

The Sims and Sims City 

Sensorial 
Lessons & 
Montessori


