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I am sure as a new Montessori parent  

you might have questions about 
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 Line Time Study 

We will continue our study of 
the globe, landforms, and 
continents.  Children will 
learn how to use a compass 
and recognize Cardinal 
directions.  Parents should ask 
their children to share some 
of the songs they’ve learned 
about land/air/water, and 
the continents. 

UMA Give Thanks 
for Lunch on 11/22 
If  you have not done so 
already, please RSVP to join us 
for a luncheon on Tuesday, 
November 22nd at 11:30am.  
This will be the prefect 
opportunity to socialize with 
your child’s classmates and 
other parents as we begin the 
Thanksgiving holiday.  

MONTHLY NEWS 
A school to home educational piece for UMA parents

What factors are needed in the 
environment to effectively develop 

intelligence in young children?  
By Jennifer Kelly - UMA OWNER/DIRECTOR 

Maria Montessori believed that children contained a “spiritual embryo” and 
this is a pattern for psychic development (Lillard, 1972).  According to 
Montessori there were 8 principals that aided in this development: 

1. Law of work- The normalization of a child.  The child is able to 
focus and concentrate on their work and develops his or her personality 
while improving them. (Example from the environment- practical life 
lessons; they develop the child’s concentration on a task.) 

2. Law of Independence- The child works towards being 
independent.  “He uses this inner guide for actions that can be useful to 
him” (Lillard, 1972, p. 39). (Example from the environment- self-
correcting materials and self-paced work for each individual child.) 

3. Power of Attention- The child uses his or her ability to concentrate 
and develops their personality.  He or she starts with lessons that are 
intriguing by their pieces or colors, and then the child builds upon their 
internal knowledge.  “When the child achieves this focusing attention 
based on intellectual interest, he grows calmer and more 
controlled” (Lillard, 1972, p. 40).  (Example from the environment- 
higher-order lessons such as the stamp game or dot board because they 
deal with more abstract mathematical concepts.) 

4. The Will is Revealed- The child gains control of his or her own 
actions.  This is observed in three different stages of development: 
repetition of an activity, the child becomes self-disciplined, and the 
child develops the power to obey.  (Example from the environment- 
practical life because the child builds upon their weaknesses through 
repetition and it prepares him or her to focus, concentrate, and listen.)   

5.  Understanding Life- The child will make his or her own 
perceptions through their senses and interactions with the environment.  
Then the child will be able to put information in conscious order in their 
mind. This also involves differences or distinctions in the classroom.  
(Example from the environment- line time, cultural lessons, and lessons 
in different areas of the classroom: math, sensorial, practical life, 
language, geography, art, zoology, botany, physiology, and art.)                                                                                                                  
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environment the child is able to 
understand reality and organize his or 
her perceptions of it. (Example from 
the environment- building new shapes 
with the pink tower and brown stair.) 

7. Emotional and Spiritual  
Life- The child will develop his or 
her love and the ability to understand 
others.  In addition to developing 
internal love, the child must also 
develop moral sense between good 
and evil.  (Example from the 
environment- peace table; children 
can talk through and work out their 
problems together.) 

8.Stages of a Child’s Growth- 
This deals with the child’s 
development in relation to his or her 
chronological age.  Maria Montessori 
grouped these stages in three year 
time periods: birth-3, 3-6, 6-9, and 
9-12.  Then 12-18 years of age. 
(Example from the environment- three 
year age groupings in classrooms.) 
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6. Imagination 
and Creativity- 
The child needs 
freedom in the 
classroom to develop 
his or her creativity.  
Also, through 
interactions with the 

The math area in a Montessori classroom reinforces a child’s 
innate mathematical mind and provides children with 
concrete examples of the process of mathematics.  The math 
progression builds upon each concept to ensure that a child 
understands specific skills before moving on to abstract 
thinking.  As children progress through the math materials 
they are absorbing skills and concepts needed to enrich their 
experiences while also expanding their mathematical minds.  
Some of the Sensorial lessons and concepts coincide with 
math to help children make connections between these two 
areas in the classroom.  The math lessons given to a child in 
the primary class will be 
expanded upon when a child 
progresses to lower elementary.

Six Areas of Math in a Primary Classroom with example lessons: 
1. Numeration 0-10 - number rods, sandpaper numbers 
2. Decimal System - golden bead work 
3. Linear Counting - short bead stairs, 100s board, teen board 
4. Skip Counting - cubing and squaring with bead chains 
5. Decimal Systems Operations - stamp game, dot game 
6. Application and Memorization of Facts - addition strip 

board, finger charts, multiplication and division boards


