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Line Time Study 
We will continue learning 
about the United States, 
50 states, and our state: 
South Carolina.  Children 
will also be introduced to 
significant African-
Americans who 
contributed to important 
events that changed 
American history.   

MONTHLY NEWS 
A SCHOOL TO HOME EDUCATIONAL PIECE FOR UMA PARENTS

 Maria Montessori felt that children’s minds were sponges ready to soak up 
knowledge and that the information a child absorbs during their sensitive periods helps 
to form their personality.  Montessori believed that a child’s absorbent mind developed in 
two different stages.  The first phase was from birth to age three, and during this time 
children absorb information unconsciously.  The second phase is from age four to six, and 
deals with the conscious absorbent mind.  This time period involves children focusing on 
freedom to move and concentrate.  The sensitive periods are crucial to the absorbent 
mind because it is through children’s work that they create themselves by absorbing the 
environment.  Montessori believed that if a child is denied interest during any of their 
sensitive periods their natural desire to discover would be lost forever.  Therefore, as soon 
as a sensitive period begins it should be addressed and nourished because it is crucial for 
a child’s development.                                                                                                         

The first sensitive period (ages 0-2) involves a child’s need for the 
environment to be in order.  Children are making associations between objects and 
realizing that everything in the environment has a place.  The second sensitive period 
(ages 0-6) deals with a child’s desire to explore their environment using their sense of 
taste and touch.  During this period a child’s use of their senses and motor activities lead 
to the development of their language.  The third sensitive period is viewed as a child’s 
second birth and a child begins to walk.  This period takes place from six months to four 
years old and in addition to learning how to sit up, crawl, and walk children also work on 
their gross and fine motor skills.  The fourth sensitive period (0-5 years) involves a 
child’s fascination of small objects and observing specific details in their environment.  
Children also absorb information through their sense of taste, smell, touch, and hearing.  
The fifth sensitive period (ages 2-6) involves the child understanding their 
environment, becoming involved in the community, and their formation of social 
interests.  Children want to learn from their peers and adults around them and they 

The Absorbent Mind: 

All letters of 
intent for the 2017 
summer and fall 
semesters are due 
no later than 
Thursday, 
February 9th.   

By Jennifer Kelly - UMA OWNER/DIRECTOR
Formative Period (0-6) 

also want to learn about their 
society and its rules.  During this 
period children become calm, 
focused, and are ready for 
learning thus preparing a child 
for entering the second plane of 
development which involves 
children age six to twelve.
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This February we celebrate 110 years of Montessori 
education.  Montessori education week is an 
opportunity for us to reflect on the accomplishments 
of Dr. Maria Montessori, while also sharing her 
program with others.  At UMA we provide our 
students with a safe learning environment that 
promotes creativity, independence, and educates the 
whole child.  This is the same achievement that 
Maria set out to accomplish when she opened her 
first Montessori school in 1907. 

Dr. Montessori structured her classrooms to have a 
three year age grouping of children.  She also 
specifically designed self-correcting teaching 
materials that represented concepts in a concrete 
form.  For this special week, we encourage our UMA 
families to talk with your child/children about their 
favorite lesson, or what they like best about being at 
UMA.  Many of our children love working with 
practical life, sensorial, or letter sound lessons.  

To celebrate Montessori 
Education Week we are 
encouraging all of our 
students to dress up 
and have some fun for 
our first ever…

February 26 - March 3 

Montessori  
Education Week 

SPIRIT 
WEEK!

Monday, February 27th - 

CAREER DAY! 
Maria was a doctor before she became a 
teacher.  We would like students to dress 
up for their future career. 

Tuesday, February 28th - 

HAT DAY! 
Maria loved wearing fancy hats, so we 
want our students to celebrate by 
wearing their favorite hat. 

Wednesday, March 1st - 

CRAZY SOCK DAY! 
Montessori education teaches all of  us to 
respect one another’s differences and 
learn to appreciate them.  We want 
students to wear their favorite pair of  
socks that represents their personality. 

Thursday, March 2nd - 

UMA T-SHIRT DAY! 
Wear your UMA shirt to show support for 
our school. 

Friday, March 3rd - 

SUNGLASSES DAY! 
Our future is so bright we have to wear 
shades!  Wear your sunglasses to show 
everyone how cool we are at UMA. 

CONNECTING THROUGH THE YEARS: Children in the black and white pictures are 
working on the pink tower and color box 2 in the early 1900s.  Children on the right are 
UMA students working on the same lessons in January 2017.  


